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English, Lucknow.    It was  quite a  small place until the latter half of the  eighteenth  century. Its  importance  dates from  the   time when   the Oudh   dynasty   transferred   their   capital   hither from Fyzabad.    The dynasty was founded by a Persian   adventurer,   who   found   favour   at   the Moghal Court at Delhi, and made himself master of a large number of provinces, including Rohil-khand, Oudh, and nearly the whole of the eastern part of the present United Provinces.    He and his  successors  were  great  warriors  and  men  of strong  character.    The third in  succession from the founder was defeated at the battle of Buxar in  1764,  and held  his territories  subsequent to that defeat by favour of the new and  growing power of  the East   India Company.    This was part of the settlement which  Clive made in his famous journey to the Upper Provinces in 1765. Asaf-ud-daula first made Lucknow the capital of his kingdom in 1775.    He was a great builder, He    built   bridges,   mosques,    bazaars,   squares, streets, palaces,  and other   public  edifices.    His predecessors   had   built   nothing   but   forts   and walls.    He was able to consolidate his power in peace   and   embellish   his   capital   with   various works   of  architecture.     His   buildings  are free from   tawdry ornaments  such   as   are found   in buildings erected by some of his successors.    The most flimsy and unsightly buildings in Lucknow are those erected in the reign of Wajid Ali Shah, between 1840 and 1850.    It is said that Wajid